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Importance of Wetlands
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100,000 Acres for a Healthy Bay

22,000 to be acquired

32,000 acres acquirecd, not restored

44,000 acres tidal wetlands
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Funds Needed to Complete: $1.43 Billion

Completing these planned restoration projeces will nearly doable the Bay’s tidal warsh

Investment to Date: $370 Milllon Funds Needed to Complete: $1.43 Billion

SAVE:BAY|

Presented at South Bay Salt Pond Restoration Project Stakholder Forum Mtg (12-14-07)



Greening the Bay - Financing Wetland Restoration in San Francisco Bay

Challenges to Restoring 100,000 Acres
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Government aqencues are not prov jdi ng '
adequate funding.

There are few steady. fundlng mechanisms for
restoration.

Coordinatio pEeiRsIeIEESECls
inadequatey
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Broad support exists for funding
wetlands restoration
Local organizations have a
plan to restore more than 80%-~
40,000 acres of Bay wetlands.
The shoreline would be Total Support
restored to its natural habitat, 57% —> = 88% ey
water quality would be - ] uppor
improved, and it would provide O Somewhat
greater flood control. The Support
propo_sal woulq result in more O Don't Know
public shoreline and would
enlarge the SF Bay National 40%1 31%
wildlife Refuge. 'g:g';;"ehat
Do you strongly support, 20% -gggggley
somewhat support, somewhat
oppose or strongly oppose
this proposal to restore
wetlands around the San a2l
neieoleeve Wetlands restoration proposal
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Support remains high after mention
of cost of $10/year

What if the plan

80%- B Strongly
would cost e
approximately $10
pgfyear in a()j/d?tional > Total Support . gﬁmﬁ?m
> = 0 1
taxes or fees for the 60%1 53% 83% O Don't

average Bay Area Know
resident? I Somewhat
40%- Oppose
W Strongly
Oppose

20%- Total Opposition
=14%; a 7-point
increase from
first ask.

0%-

Proposal would cost $10/year
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Support still high after mention
of total 50-year cost

- 1%
What if the total cost 80% . 233333
was around 2 billion
dollars over 50 years, ° 33353?"’“
funded through a 60%- Total Support .
O Don't Know
combination of federal, 49% —p = 81%
state, and local
government dollars. / & Somennat
7 Oppose
40%- 32% B Strongly
Oppose

20%- Total Opposition
=15%; an 8-point
increase from
first ask.

Proposal would cost $2B over 50 years
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Polling Conclusions

Bay Area voters view the Bay in a very positive light and
place a high value on the general scenic beauty of the area

The Bay is not currently viewed as clean and healthy

Bay Area voters appear willing to invest in Bay
improvements

General descriptions of the overall benefits of wetland
restoration are very appealing — most voters do not require
“specific” project info

Although overall support is high, this does not necessarily
translate into voter approval of a specific measure
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Recommendations
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Recommendations
#2: Target state and local resource bonds
and other public sources to provide
significant funds for Bay restoration

1%, or 5167 million
bond funds Invested In
Bay restoration projects

$13.5 billion
granted from bond

measures for Californla
restoration projects statewids

E

- Recommendations

#3: Full funding of the San Francisco Bay L
National Wildlife Refuge Complex
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California Coastal Conservancy' :
Bay Conservation and Development Commission

4 William KiReilly, former U.S. Environmental Protection. Agency Administrator
Peter A. Darbee, PG&E Chairman of the Boafd:and Chief Executive Officer
Donald Kennedy, PhD.; Editor-in-Chief of Science Magazine

Joe D’Alessandro, San Francisco Convention:and Visitors Bureau Exec. Director

“Forming a special district to restofe the
shoreline of the Bay Area is an fdea that
deserves serious consideration.” - Contra
Costa Times, 9/2/07

b , “We believe in targeted investments that
I =:provide a return-on.quality ofilife, and this
wouldiseem to pass:that test.... Environmental

protection and restoration are essential to a
good qualityof life.”

- John Grubb, Bay Area*Council

“l would welcome any mechanism to
develop local-funding for wetlands
restoration.”

- Senator Dianne Feinstein
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www.saveSFbay.org/greeningthebay
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