
Ben Pearl 
San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory 

South Bay Salt Pond Science Symposium May 11, 2022 

Keeping dry ponds as part of wetland restoration?  
A summary of snowy plover recovery efforts in South Bay salt ponds 



Outline 

1. Snowy plovers in the South Bay 

 

2. SBSPRP actions to support snowy plovers 

 

3. Current/next steps to reach population goals 
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Nesting Islands 

• Alviso (A16), Eden Landing (E12-13), and Ravenswood (SF2) 
 

• Nesting habitat for pond dependant species after reconfiguration  
• Snowy plover social attraction at A16 and SF2 

 

• Initial plover interest in islands at all three sites 
• Not used by plovers at A16 and SF2 after 2-3 years  

• Nesting continues at E12/13 at low frequency 
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Oyster Shell Enhancement at E14 
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USFWS Goal = 1.0 chicks fledged/male 





263 

139 

0

100

200

300

400

500

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021

Recovery Unit 3 South Bay SPRP Recovery Unit 3 Goal South Bay SPRP Goal








